r 



m ram | w mmmm 

Mioilnf ^ 

FOREICN SERVICE DESPATCH 

: kmmasx, bo at a <t 

9 DC 

TUB DBFAITMRNT OP STATS* WASHINGTON. 



/lr> *9^ 

J? *8^ >V3 



P»o*ab.r 1, 1953 



. / "(m U ~ 






SUBJECT: MaohittEltiOBB Of the Mlftl. /\ /93&t)>jp /j, -,/</ < jt V 

I j*t 

I - — swmcr 



i & '-sq 






v <d 



Judging ty/t tUatloa accorded bln, ttaftl 

W ^ ,, N HaJ Aadn haying an wm w n a ll y 

w '7/ ) successful viaivxo ni&Baoon. Arriving at a 

L / particularly fortuitous tins, be Is apparently 

trying to recoup losses In prestige and finances* 

He Is not happy at Dr* I shat TANOUS* efforts to 
steal the refugee show* His connection with 
South Lebanon-North Israel underground operations 
Is recalled r.nd also his possible connection with 
the murders in Israel which prompted the Qlbja 
retaliatory action* All in all, despite hie 
limited influence, he seems still to be the sans 
power-hungry trouble -making Mufti* 

HaJ Amin former Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, h^s been visiting 

Beirut for the past fortnight. Arriving on Novrraber 17 from Jidda where he '*.d 
paid his respects to new King SAUP, the former Palestine leader has been bolding 
court in Lebanon with so much success that It is even annoying the not easily 
ruffled management of the St* Georges Hotel where he is residing. 

Not only has the Mufti been greeted ty Lebanese cllors of * M ranks, but 
scarcely a day has passed without his being tlte honored luncheon or dinner guest 
of pom - digriit 'ry. \r.ong Kls horts have been tx-lV : r*? in.’ct r ^ . M ^oUj, nev?- “ 
a Palestfne fanatc; former Foreign Minister Henri Dey i’jLUttu., . strong anti- 
loslenj '•*n'::t8si6 officials; Yugosl v Moslems; nu: ..obancie Socialists. On 
Nov .\ber 22, President CHAMCUh personally desp tche.‘ Ms >ome to’.m leputy, Naim 
0GR\BG.: D, to escort the Mufti in an official lirnusinr to » se t. of honor 
at the Independence Day military p* r 6e* 



It is difficult to ascertain the reasons for th 



npi arantly new- 



founJ popularity. It is quite likely th t h* c.'»8i oi th. recent flare-up of 



Christian- 'oelem tensions in Lebanon (5< 
many leaders, part: cularly Christiana, 



.'79, November 27), 
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are disposed to fb— ever Bbslea personalities and the ttiftl laekll jr arrived ( 
at the opportune mo— nt. It is Also likely that the Mufti and hie ha— to e n ha— 
artificially stimulated —ah of the attention to revive the Haft! 'a eadly 
tagging fame and fortune. 

That the Mufti* e Influence in rooent —are hag been Inal— if loan t la 
Lebanon wne confirmed to the reporting offleor by Lebanon's own Mufti a year 
ago* This fret hae also been evident In the increasing Ineffeetuallty of the 
Mftftl v e Arab Higher Co— ittee bran— In Beirut. According to a aouroe eloee 
to the Mufti, tba letter ie irked et the 1— lag activity of Dr. Inhat 
Taaftus, hie former co mr ade whose recently organised Arab Palestine Off toe la 
tapping sources of funds formerly el Iked by the Mufti (9— —any Despatch 
Bo. 285, December 1, 1953). Furthermore, Dr. Tanoua la increasingly usurping 
the title of • spokesmen for tba refugee s" 0 To eounteract this, the Mufti, 
according to the four— eloee to hla, hae given Pro aidant Cha— , who professed 
to be puttied by the diversity of refugee spoke sees, the — s of a— here of a 
Committee officially ble s se d — the Mifti ae refugee spoke ease. The President 
of this Committee is u Sheikh Towflq TIBI and the Secretary le no— other than 
. Mohan f ^ Wi£H, co— only regarde d ae a Co— let (Saa Bataaeey Despatch Bo. 90, 
Xugua^ TL, 1953 ) . ““Among the sigEt”or tan other —men gi ven to Preaidant Chanoun 
by the le that of Dr. Tanoua, but the feftl expressed so— doubt as to 

whether he would serve. 

Ae to finances, the Mufti la always on the burnt. While George Bey HAIMABJ, 
chief of the Free; dent* a cabinet, hae stated to Counselor BRZJINS that tba Itiftl 
ease away empty handed from President Cha—un*e offloe, the Miftl has told hla 
close friend that the President restored the £12,000 per month which had been 
granted the Mufti In Khouri days. He also atatnd that while the new Xing Sand 
gave him no financial handout. It was because the late King had — da a 50,000 
F^yptlan pound donation whan the Mufti had made the baj. ftdrtberoore , according 
to the source close to the Mufti, the latter ie an good terms with General NAGOIB 
in Egypt particularly through the latter 9 s brother, the Egyptian Minister to 
Syria. Finally, the source states be knows for certain that the iMufti hae 
written a sharply critical letter to his former friend, the present Price Minister 
of Iraq Dr. Fndhil Jamall, because the latter is financing Dr. Tanoua. Tba Hiftl 
implied In his latter that Prl— Minister Jamall was obtaining the funds from 
British or American sources rather than the Iraqi treasury. 

Tins aouroe for the foregoing. Incidentally, is the same Individual who 
wns described as Mr. X In the Babossy’s despatch no. 90, August 11, 1953, wherein 
the existence wae revealed of an Arab refugee underground operating out of South 
Lebanon Into northern Israel. It Is interesting to note much of the data In 
that despatch conflr— d if. subsequent despatches from the Consulate in Haifa. 

Mr. X states that this underground has been relatively quiet sin— the Lebanese 
and Israeli armies stepped up their patrolling of the frontier. Inasmuch us 
the underground activity the last tl— followed a tt&ftl visit to Lebanon, it 
will be Interesting to see If history will repeat itself this tl— • 

Also of Interest is another report by Mr. X, that the curder of the . 

Israeli woman and two children which precipitated Israel's retaliatory action 
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at Uib ya «• perpetrated by three Individuals known to bo followers of the 
fefti* la defense of the Jordan Qeveraaeot, M*. X statee that eoms 70 or 80 
police novo despatched, coat wearing uniforms others In native Arab dress, 
to mingle In refugee camps and elsewhere in an all-out effort to appre h e n d 
the three criminals* la general, Mr*, X. states, the Jordanian Government has 
aade a Herculean effort to curtail Arab infiltration to Israel eo as to giro 
Israel a mini— of pretext for aggressive action. 

What the feftl's next move will be not even Mr. X will prediet for he 
says the Mufti is always extremely cagey as to future plane u The Beirut press 
indicates a meeting with Iran* a fella KASHAMI is In the offing prior to an 
lelanle conference in Jerusalem. 



Before leering Beirut, however, the Mufti, aooordlng to Mr. X, plane to 
relents to the press, ebon he ins thvs far refused oa— ant, a series of self- 
composed questions end answers expounding hie views on questions of the day. 
It's a safe guess this bequest to the Lebanese reeding publJo will reveal the 
same old feftl — s wolf lusting for personal power in the sheep's clothing 
of fluffy patriotism. 

Raymond A. Here 

Distributions 

Dept please peach to 
Paris, London, TUI Aviv, 
nnd Arab capitals* 
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